11-02-2020 


Thanks for giving me a voice, to express my thoughts regarding the proposed 
amateur radio licensing fees, per ARLB@21. On one hand, I believe imposing a 
fee is mutually beneficial, in that it offsets some of the costs incurred, to service 
the lincensing, while providing the licensee an opportunity to affirm a level of 
commitment to the craft. On the other hand, I believe the proposed amount is 
great enough to dampen the momentum toward large-scale involvement of 
younger operators. 


The ARRL and numerous other amateur radio clubs and organizations have 
expressed concern over the future of amateur radio, stating that, without the 
infusion of the younger generation, we might eventually face a rather large 
decline in participants and enthusiasts. | believe the current (no) fee structure 
has removed part of this barrier, and has encouraged many younger hams to 
become involved in amateur radio in the past seven years. When I was in college, 
| could barely afford to eat, let along pay for prohibitive fees to involve myself in 
an optional venture. | believe the proposed fee schedule will discourage many 
younger, would-be amateur radio enthusiasts from even entering the radio craft. 


Some have stated that the proposed $50 examination fee amounts to $5 per year, 
considering the life of the license. The problem, of course, is that, while poor 
students can likely afford $5 per year, they often can't afford $50 up front. 


| believe that charging a fee is necessary and beneficial; just not at the proposed 
rate. 


Thank you, 
Noji Ratzlaff KNOJI 


